








Number 2 Issued January 15, 1933 


The MUST BOOKS for February and early March 





(Note to buyers: February seems to be characterized by a singular lack of books 
with readymade markets. Those selected for this section this time are included 
because the promised promotion programs indicate a fairly sure send-off and a good 


break in the press.) 


February i 
Lockhart, R. H. Bruce BRITISH AGENT Putnam 


The adventurous life of a former official in England's diplomatic service: 
a life spent largely in Russia, during the momentous years of her history, from 
1912 on. An intensely personal narrative, colored by no sense of his own importance, 
bit imbued with the fact of a vivid personality. Across the screen pass the out~ 
standing figures of modern Russia. Maria Nikolaievna, Lenin, Trotsky and others, 
Book of the Month selection. Big advertising appropriation, effective display 
material, promotion, promised by publisher on request. Price ~ $2,75 


February 3 
Seldes, Gilbert THE YEARS OF THE LOCUST Little, Brown 


What has happened since 19297 We've all been so close to it that we 
haven't been able to see the woods for the trees. Here is a book that has done for 
these years something of what Frederick Allen did for the 1920's in ONLY YESTERDAY. 
It is a somewhat more serious book, however, with the emphasis on salient features, 
Symptoms of a deeper current, rather than on the bubbles that caught the public eye. 
An analysis of these symptoms - various political and international moves, the 
Bonus Expeditionary Force, the farm relief programs, the various efforts to relieve 
unemployment, the sporadic attempts to establish barter systems, the dole fight, 
the downfall of prohibition, the collapse of installment selling, the Democratic 
landslide, All done with a light enough touch to catch the attention of the "man in 
the street" and yet thoughtful enough to appeal to the more intellectual type. A 
man's book rather than a woman's. Advertising program planned for big metropolitan 
papers, the country over. Display material for bookshops on request. Price - $3.00 


February 6 
Lancaster, G. Be PAGEANT: A Novel of Tasmania Century 


A strong book, that just misses being a great book. The setting is unique, 
the colonization period of Van Diemen's Land, and a tremendous canvas introduces the 
conflicting elements which go to make up the early days in the outposts of a far 
flung empire. Colorful, dramatic, swift-moving, with emphasis more on the back- 
ground and incident and underlying currents than on individual characterization or 
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fundamental plot. Madam Comyn and her granddaughter, Jenny, hold the center of the 
stage, but rather as types of a matriarchal system than as human beings. Not up to 
BROOME STAGES or ROGUE HERRIES, but will catch the interest of the same public. The 
publishers are pushing this as their big Spring book, and are putting a big adver- 
vising campaign on, with a liberal supply of promotion and display material for the 
bookshops. <A Literary Guild Selection. Price — $2.50 


February 24 
The new Zona Gale is scheduled for this date, but nothing is available for examina- 
tion, so the report will be held until February lst. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 





January 31 
Green, Anne A MARRIAGE OF CONVENIENCE Dutton 


Those who enjoyed THE SELBYS will be glad to find that Anne Green has gone 
back to the light, frothy, sparkling style of that first novel. The setting is again 
France, the cynicism and casualness that characterized the earlier book are here 
again, though at times the humor seems a bit forced, the plot unnecessarily incon- 


sequential, and the characterization unconvincing. Price - $2.50 
February 3 
Edmonds, Walter D. ERIE WATER Little, Brown 


Here is a book that will delight the readers who enjoyed ROME HAUL, and 
will win many new readers to the growing following of Walter Edmonds. The author 
has again taken the Erie Canal, but in the period of its building this time, and 
the canal forms the warp against which the story is woven, It is a period of our 
national growth to which Edmonds has devoted intensive study, and add to that a very 
real ability to tell a vigorous tale, and you have a combination that justifies 
selling this to the readers who liked CIMARRON and DRUMS. Display material and 


advertising program promised. Price ~— $2.50 
February 9 : 
Young, E. H. Jenny Wren Harcourt 


WILLIAM, published in 1925 made no stir on publication, but is one of 
those books which has won for itself a widening circle of friends. MISS MOLE, 
Miss Young's last book, placed her in the front ranks with discriminating readers 
who revelled in her faculty for weaving an intensely human, vital story out of 
character, rather than incident. This book measures up very favorably with the 
two named, with the added sales point that it has young people as the leading char- 


acters this time, rather than middle-aged and elderly. Price - $250 
February 10 
Anonymous GABRIEL OVER THE WHITE HOUSS 3 Farrar 


Characterized by the publishers as "a novel of the presidency", A book 
for cautious buying, though it may by a fluke catch the popular fancy. Rather 
"snart Alecky" and certainly unconvincing. <A fantastic story of an imaginary 
projection ten years or so ahead, in which the then president is shocked out of his 
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soissez-faire attitude by an automobile accident, and becomes forthwith a blend of 
Mussolini and Woodrow Wilson, working for disarmament and putting it over, solving 
tle unemployment problem by putting the hunger marchers into a peace army, stabiliz- 
ing world trade and world finance. And then, as the result of a second accident, 

snapping back to normal, and attempting to repudiate all that has been accomplished. 


A little too close to present conditions to be original. | Price - $2.50 
February 14 
Brush, Katharine OTHER WOMEN ; Farrar 


A collection of short stories, some of which have been published in the 
Saturday Evening Post. The setting is the town in which RED HEADED WOMAN is laid. 
The stories are very human and convincing portraits of various types of women who 
make up the town characters. Written with Katharine Brush's usual brisk, racy style, 
with just enough of the smart touch to appeal to the circulating library audience 
and just enough reality and pathos underlying the surface brittleness to catch the 
better type reader. Price - $2.00 


February 15 
Ashton, Helen BELINDA GROVE Doubleday 


A very disappointing book from the author of DR. SEROCOLD. This new novel 
is really a collection of rather unimportant stories, held together with the slight 
thread of their characters living in the same house. Built as a fine manor in 1815, 
it deteriorates in a century to cheap lodgings. The only other connecting link be- 
tween the stories is the recurrent glimpses of the ghast of a murdered sea captain, 
killed in the first story. Price + $2.50 


xelly, Eleanor Mercein ARABESQUE Harper 


Mrs. Kelly's gift lends itself perhaps better to this type of short story 
than to the longer narrative form. Romantic tales of today, set against the lan- 
guorous background of North Africa, they capture the reader's imagination and weave 
a magic spell, avery real illusion. The author has a facility and charm that 
makes up for the sentimentality and lack of depth, and she paints a vivid picture 
and tells a good story. What more can you ask? Assured popular sale. 
Price = $2.50 


McKay, Claude BANANA BOTTOM Harper 


4& third-rate book, which would have no recognition had the author not 
happened to be a Negro, with at least one moderate success to his credit. Presumably 
he knows his background for this new story, Jamaica of the Negro and mulatto. A 
self-conscious, artificial story of a native girl adopted by missionaries, educated 
in England, and then brought back to her own people. The conflict between her train- 
ing and her instincts is told in flowery style, tinged with Hollywood diction. 

Price = $2.50 


Strong, Le A. Ge DON JUAN AND THE WHEELBARROW Knopf 
The author of BROTHERS and THE GARDEN proves once more a facile genius, 
in this unusually fine collection of stories and sketches. Brilliantly written, 
graphic in characterization, amazingly varied in subject matter and method of pre- 
sentation, the stories present a many-faceted prism. Stories of incident and char- 
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acter, stories that are alternately brutal and tender, stories set in Ireland, Eng- 
land, Switzerland. One feels that the author is going far. Price - $2.50 






February 20 









Strachey, Julia CHEERFUL WEATHER FOR THE WEDDING Viking 





| A delicious brief tale of a distracted household on the day of a wedding, 
in which nobody but the mother is particularly interested. Amusing, fragile, satir- 
ical, searching, this is a more than promising first book by the niece of Lytton 
Strachey. It is not necessarily as significant as the English reviewers would in- 
dicate, but it is refreshing, and has a faint suggestion of a Saki influence in its | 
flavor. Price - $1.50 


























February 21 
Lane, Rose Wilder LET THS HURRICANE ROAR Longmans 


Suggests RED DUST (Atlantic Monthly Press book’of several years ago), but 
lacks the vigorous strength of that excellent pioneer story. This is a simpler tale, 
with the setting the open plains of the Dakotas, and there is a grasshopper plague 
paralleling the "red rust" of the earlier novel. There is, however, a certain charm 
in the very simplicity of this new book, a sense of authenticity, as though the 
author had drawn on family records for her sources. A book that the conservative 
older reader will appreciate. Price - $2.00 


February 24 
© Hull, Helen | HARDY PERENNIAL Coward, McCann 


Here is a book with a real chance for success. The author has grown 
visibly with each new book, both in quality and in quantity of sales. This is her 
best work, to date. <A story of middle age, of married life in these years of de- 

_ pression, against a background of average prosperity in New York and Connecticut. 
Tne underlying theme is the effort of the wife, Cornelia, to get her own sense of 
values, in the face of shifting circumstances, of disillusion over children and 
husband, of an unsought love that comes to her. It is a book that will appeal to 
the audience that bought FESTIVAL (Struthers Burt) Price - $2.00 


Macdonald, Sheila SALLY IN RHODESIA Coward, McCann 


This book hag an unusual history. Issued last Spring, it had all the ear- 
marks of a flop.:* Now, eleven months later, it is selling month by month, better 
than each preceding month, and that without any effort on the part of the publisher. 
Now, by request of certain people in "the trade", the publishers have been persuaded 
to reissue it with a good jacket, and give it another chance. So - here it is - 

a delightful, enchanting, casual tale of young love in South Africa, where Sally goes 
to marry her Tony, and where they share adventures, amusing, pathetic, intensely 
human, which she relays to her mother in letters to England. Try it on your staff, 
and then on your discriminating clients. Price - $2.00 














March 1 
Chapman, Maristan GLEN HAZARD Knopf 


Some of the authors! eerlier characters reappear in this disappointing 
new story of the mountains of eastern Tennessee. The story is a confused sort of 
murder-mystery-folk tale, in which the sheriff finds on his hands all sorts of self- 
confessed murderers, none of whom really did the murder. Neither a good novel, nor 
a good mystery. , : Price - $2.50 


March 2 
Street, A. Ge STRAWBERRY ROAN Harcourt 


I can hear you say "I can't get excited about a book about a cow", Well, 
I didn't think I could either, but this isn't really a about a cow, and it is a very 
appealing story of life in rural England. Or rather a group of stories, in which 
the same characters reappear, and through which you get slices of country life, in 
different strata of rustic society. The thread that holds the story together is the 
passing from farm to farm of a strawberry roan heifer. In the stories themselves 
there is humor, and pathos, and a searching insight into character, and a real under- 
standing of and love for life on a farm. "Redolant of the soil" perhaps, but not 
"of the earth, earthy", And don't let the phrase "wholesome" discourage you. We 
need some fiction of that ilk, and you have customers who demand it. Price - $2.00 


March 3 
Thompson, Sylvia _. UNFINISHED SYMPHONY Little, Brown 


This is the best job Sylvia Thompson has done. And following fairly soon 
after her lecture trip to this country, the book should have a better chance than 
any of her others. There is a sureness of touch and a maturity of technique that 
the earlier books lacked. The scene is laid almost entirely in England, and the 
story is of a girl, brought up in ignorance of the common amenities of social custom, 
and then precipitated into conventional London society, with its cynicism, unreality, 
and falseness of’ standards. A good circulating library bet for the better type of 


readers, and should have a popular counter sale as well. Price - $2.50 
\ March 6 
Halper, Albert _ UNION SQUARE Viking 


A book that it is difficult to place, for it is rather new in matter, and 
in manner is modelled on STREET SCENE, GRAND HOTEL, and so on, of recent Vintage. 
Communistic uprisings, with consequent clubbings in and about the Square metronome 
through the story like the tom-toms in EMPEROR JONES. Well written, intensely 
masculine, honest, without the stigma of "purpose". The reader makes the rounds of 
successive unhappy people, and gradually the threads of their lives become entangled 
in an intricate whole. Reality, stark and unrelieved by humor is there. But there 
is a spark - something that grips you, and carries you through from first to last. 
The publishers are planning extensive promotion. Literary Guild selection. 

Price — $2.50 
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March 8 


Lewisohn, Ludwig THIS PEOPLE Harper 





One has the feeling that Lewisohn wrote this book, not to sell it, but to 
get out of his system some tribute to the modern martyrs of his race. WNot-that they 
are all moderns. No, for Mordecai is there, a symbol for the unity of the whole 
group. But they are martyrs all, either to their fanatical love or hate of their 
race. It is a group of long-short stories. There is courage, idealism, keen search- 
ing of the human heart there. And some of the finest writing that Lewisohn has ever 
done. Primarily a Jewish appeal. Price - $2.50 


March 10 
Farnum, Mateel Howe LOST LAUGHTER Dodd, Mead 


Not a big novel, but one that should have considerable sale, and certainly 
the best thing that Mrs. Farnum has done. The plot has somewhat the same motive as 
THE GREEN BAY TREZ, with a Southern setting. The story, though unduly melodramatic 
and overlong, is a very real picture of a mother, a misfit in her conventional 
family, and her effect on her illegitimate son, through whose life she comes and 


goes, weaving a thread of glamor and unrest. Price - $2.50 
March 13 
White, Nelia Gardner | THIS, MY HOUSE Stokes 


The author of MRS. GREEN'S DAUGHTER-IN-LAW comes with this second book 
into prominence as a delineator of American family life. This book, though not wide 
in its appeal, reflects a problem that is vital in many homes today - how can parents, 
seeing tragedy ahead for their children, get through the barrier to help them ward 
% off? What is the common meeting ground? The last book was depicted from the 
angle of the mother. This gives the father's side of the picture. A wise book, 
A sane book. A true book, Price — $2,00 





PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-Fiction 
February 3 
Leacock, Stephen MARK TWAIN Appleton 


This is, to date, the most interesting of the new series of Appleton 
Biographies, for American readers. The brevity of the text gives no room for more 
than a swift sketch of Mark Twain, but it is an amazing portrait, virile, graphic, 
loving. The combination of Leacock and Twain was a happy choice....This series 


supplies a real need for brief, sound biographies, by outstanding English authors. 
Price - $2.00 





















February 6 


Fletcher, Basil A. YOUTH LOOKS AT THE WORLD Stokes 


A sometimes graphic picture of a confused world as seen by a young man to 
whom a traveling fellowship was awarded, and who took the globe in his stride. 
Uneven and humorless, there is yet enough of challenge in his angle and approach to 
keep one reading. However, it has been much better done. Price - $2.75 


Miller, Herbert A. THS BEGINNINGS OF TOMORROW Stokes 


An absorbingly interesting and very scholarly book, this presents the 
Asiatic world (with Russia and Turkey thrown in for good measure), as holding the 
roots of our coming civilization. Professor Miller analyzes the nations of the Far 
East from the point of View of the human equation and their reaction to world move- 
ments and adaptation of the best of the West to their own ends. A book that will 
appeal to the readers of Spengler's DECLINE OF THE WEST. The author was rather 
spectacularly dismissed from the chair of sociology at Ohio State, on the ground of 
some of the material contained in this book, which was first published in a text 


edition by Heath. It has a real chance for a trade sale, in small quantities, 
Price - $2.50 


February 17 
Crum, J. Howard THE TRUTH ABOUT BEAUTY Dodd, Mead 


A really sound book on the subject of personal beauty, by a dermatologist 
of note. It contains no magic formula, but is an able presentation of the latest 
and best information on diet, exercise, care of the hair and skin, and so on. He 


gives the best reducing diets and goes into the pros and cons of the popular 
panaceas. Price ~ $3.00 


February 23 
Preston, John Hyde REVOLUTION 1776 Harcourt 


If Time magazine were reporting the War of Independence, this is the way 
they would do it. An extraordinarily alive and modern and contemporaneous-sounding 
account of the American Revolution, handled biographically, so that the men come to 
life as you read. Somewhat debunking, in the presentation of tradition-hallowed 
incidents, shorn of their glamor. Buy siowly, as it wont go unless it gets a lucky 


break. But the stuff of a success is there, Price - $3.75 
reymery oe? Co ig 
Boyd, Joyce MY FARM IN LION COUNTRY Stokes 


The high water mark of February's non-fiction. An utterly absorbing 
account of life on the edge of the African jungle, on a mountainous dairy farm, 
where lions and leopards and rhinoceros and elephants are casual callers. No account 
of content can capture the charm of the book, the humor and naturalness of the tell- 
ing. People who cherish the memory of FROM AN AFRICAN FARM will welcome this. The 
author is the wife of a retired brigadier general, now serving the government in 
British Central Africa, Tanganyika Territory. The publishers are planning two 
posters, one photographic, the other in color. Price - $3.00 
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Davis, Hassoldt ISLANDS UNDER THE WIND Longmans 





For the young adventurer and for the armchair traveler, this is an in- 
triguing book which captures the glamor of the South Seas, and particularly Tahiti 
and Bali, presenting them with some of the old glamor dissipated but with new and 
fresh enthusiasm. The South Seas are coming to the fore, we understand. Good 
display material available. Price - $2.50 









Alscmmler, Rose . TWO TO SIX | ‘Morrow 







May well become a standard book for the young mother. Discusses, from the 
modern viewpoint, habit formation, diet, exercise, entertainment, education, first 
books, first music, and so on. Splendid book lists included, which should lead to 
plus sales if adroitly handled. Good music lists, with emphasis on available records. 
f Price = $1.50 



















March 2 
Cochran, N. D. E. W. SCRIPPS Harcourt 


A book that might well have been another LINCOLN STEFFINS and isn't. The 
man himself - EZ. W. Scripps - was an important figure in the newspaper field, a 
dramatic figure. But the editing of his material and the stodgy weaving together 
of the material has taken the vitality out of the sources. Important, therefore, 
.only because the Scripps-Howard papers may give it a break and create a demand, 


@ March 8 


Herding, M. Esther THE WAY OF ALL WOMEN Longmans 


A semi-popular book on woman's psychology, as wife, mother, and human 
being, her mental and emotional relation to life. Nothing startlingly new, to any- 
one who has followed modern psychology, but excellent for the woman who is beginning 
to want to understand herself better. Presents normal phenomena as normal, giving 
a stabilizing effect which should be constructive. Special circular. Price - $2.50 


March 14 
Howard, Le. 0. FIGHTING THE INSECTS Macmillan 


Not destined for the success which the Ditmars' books have achieved, 
though anyone interested in entomology will eat it up. A chatty autobiography, 
filled with interesting anecdotal material, but not particularly arresting in the 


telling. The author is the consulting entomologist of the U. S. Public Health | 
Service. Price - $2.50 

















Packard, Frank L. 


Gardner, Erle Stenley 


Crofts, Freeman Wills 
Harris, Colver 


Child, Nellise 


Hendryx, James B. 


Gill, Tom 


Brief Recommendations for Purchase 











Mysteries 
February 8 
THE HIDDEN DOOR Doubleday 
February 15 
THS CASE OF THE VELVET CLAWS Morrow 
February 17 
INTO THIN AIR Dodd, Mead 
HIDE AND GO SEEK Minton, Balch 
March 1 
MURDER COMES HOME Knopf 
Westerns 
February 15 
RAW GOLD (setting North not West) Doubleday 
February 23 
GUARDIANS OF THE DESERT ; Farrar 


(All titles in this group $2.00) 


Additional data on January lst bulletin 





Morrow reports a third printing of Isabel Paterson's NEVER ASK THE END the day after 
publication. Bookmarks for publicity available on request. 


Doubleday is going through with a tremendous advertising program on ANN VICKERS, 
including advertising in The Saturday Evening Post. Extensive window display 


material available on request. 


Special note about current bulletin 





Certain important books have nothing available as yet so will be carried forward 


into the February lst bulletin. 
some Houghton, Mifflin and Scribner material. 


These include the new Maxwell, the new Shaw, and 










